
Charles Spurgeon on 1 John 3:1-6 
 

1 John 3:1. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God: 

Behold it, wonder at it, and never cease to admire it. Is it not one of the greatest 
marvels that even God himself has ever wrought that we should be called the 
sons of God? 

1 John 3:1. Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

It does not know the Father, then how should it know the children? It did not 
know the elder Brother, — the firstborn among many brethren, — and as it did 
not know him, how should it know us? 

1 John 3:2. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

And that vision will be transforming and transfiguring. The pure in heart see 
God, and they are pure because they see God. There is both action and 
reaction, when God has purified us we shall see Christ and when we see Christ 
as he is, our purification will be complete. When will that day arrive? Oh, for the 
blessed vision! Meanwhile, let us be content to look at him by faith, and to be 
ever growing more and more prepared for that brighter vision which is yet to 
be ours. 

1 John 3:3. And every man that hath this hope in him purifies himself, 

even as he is pure. 

It is the nature of this divine hope, — this hope of being like Christ — that it 
helps us to grow day by day more like him; and so we purify ourselves, as 
Christ is pure. 

1 John 3:4. Whoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is 

the transgression of the law. 

And there will never be a better definition of sin than this. However men may 
philosophically try to mar it, this simple statement will be better than any that 
they can give us: “Sin is the transgression of the law.” 

 

1 John 3:5. And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; 
and in him is no sin. 



What a marvellous thing it was for Christ to bear sin as he did, and yet to have 
upon him or within him no taint arising from it. You have to go into the world, 
and you say, “How can we help sinning while we have to mix with so much that 
is evil?” Well, the Lord Jesus Christ had to mix with evil more than you will ever 
have to do, for he not only lived in this sinful world, but the transgression of his 
people was actually laid upon him, so that he came into very close contact with 
sin: “He was manifested to take away our sirs; and in him is no sin.” 

1 John 3:6. Whoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen him, neither known him. 

If this declaration related to any one act of sin, none of us could ever say that 
we have seen or known him, but it relates to the habit of sin, — if we love sin, 
and live in sin, if the main course of our life is sinful, then we have “not seen 
him, neither known him.” 
 
 
 


